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Where does Local Grammar stand in relation to Transitivity Grammar,

Construction Grammar and Pattern Grammar?

TTi% IAEMEMRAF

Abstract: Transitivity Grammar, Construction Grammar, Pattern Grammar and
Local Grammar are all influential approaches to accounting for semantic structures of
language in contemporary linguistics. Notwithstanding the fact that they stem from
different schools of thought, past years have witnessed a great deal of convergences of
views in these approaches whilst there remain divergences in important matters. In
this talk, I set out to systematically address their basic characteristic features in an
attempt to spell out their convergences and divergences. I will first review their
historical origins, basic assumptions about language and practical methodologies for
their emerging samenesses and remaining differences. I then go on to comment on the

“meaning-pattern combination”  technique for establishing practical constructions
on the basis of corpus patterns to overcome weaknesses and limitations of current
research in construction grammar and pattern grammar (Hunston 2019, Hunston and
Su 2019), for gaining a possible synergy in utilizing them for language research and
language teaching. Finally, [ address a possible future strand of research in this regard.

Keywords: transitivity, construction, pattern, local grammar, meaning-pattern
combination
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Susan Hunston # 1%

Susan Hunston is Professor of English Language at
the University of Birmingham, UK. She specialises in
corpus linguistics and discourse analysis and has
published books and articles on topics such as: the
interface between grammar and lexis of English,
evaluative language, academic discourse, and the
interface between corpus and discourse studies. She is
co-author of Pattern Grammar (2000 Benjamins, with
Gill Francis), and her most recent book is the 2nd
edition of Corpora in Applied Linguistics (2022
Cambridge University Press). She is currently holder of
a Leverhulme Emeritus Fellowship, working on a

project to unify Pattern Grammar, Construction

Grammar and Systemic Functional Grammar.

Modelling the output from concordance lines

Susan Hunston 1A & A

Abstract: Although concordancing has a very long history, it is the Key Word in Context
format of concordance lines that is associated with Corpus Linguistics. Concordance lines tend to
be somewhat marginalised in Corpus Linguistics research, with their significance limited to (a
finding information of importance to lexicography,(b)checking the results of quantitativestudies,
and (c) finding examples of phenomena identified by other means. However, the outputa
considerable impact on models of language that from studies of concordance lines has had have
either emerged from or been substantially influenced by the study of corpora.

The starting point for this paper is Sinclair's work in the 1980s that developed concepts such
as the Unit of Meaning and the idiom Principle (Sinclair, 1991: 2004). This work focused on lexis
and grammar as a single system,on the unity of form and meaning, and on the location of meaning
in the phrase rather than in the individual word. Sinclair demonstrated his approach in a series of
specific word-studies (2003, 2004), and the Collins CoBuilD series of dictionaries and grammars

provided detailed descriptions of English using the same principles. The work was extended and
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given a further theoretical perspective, by, for example, Lexical Priming (Hoey2003), Local
Grammar (Barnbrook, 2002; cheng & ching, 2016), and Corpus Pattern Analysis(Hanks, 2013).
The scrutiny of concordance lines by individuals was the key methodology used

in each case.Sinclair, however, was not alone in recognising the interconnectedness of form
and meaning lexis and grammar. The concept of the Construction (Goldberg, 1995; Hoffman &
Trousdale2013) developed independently of the Unit of Meaning, but is very similar to it, in
particular in its rejection of the lexis-grammar distinction and its identification of meaning with
form. Many of the examples of Units of Meaning discussed in the literature could be described as
Constructions, and vice versa. The FrameNet project (Fillmore et al., 2003), with its mapping of
meaning to form, shares much with the notion of Local Grammar, even though, again, they
developed independently and largely unaware of each other. in consequence, there are multiple
approaches that are similar but not identical, taking different theoretical standpoints and focusing
on distinct but overlapping language phenomena. They all have a starting point in the scrutiny of
large amounts of naturally-occurring language, with concordance lines at the heart of this.

This paper tries to make sense of this muddle of terminology and proposes an approach to
thinking about four concepts - Units of Meaning, Local Grammar, FrameNet and Construction
Grammar - that clarify what they share and how they differ. A series of oppositions is used to
make these comparisons: mental focus vs output focus; form-to-meaning vs
meaning-to-form;notion focus vs function focus; general vs partial theory; specific vs non-specific
context. The result is a step-wise model that traces a progression of thinking from observation of

concordance lines to contextualised theories of language.
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A multi-perspective comparative study of exemplification in

student assignment genres: A local grammar approach

Abstract: Recent scholarly interest in the local grammar analysis of exemplification in academic
discourse has gained momentum; however, this has been predominantly limited to two conventional
research genres: research articles and degree dissertations. To the best of our knowledge, no study has
explored the developmental patterns in students’ use of exemplification across various assignment
genres, nor has it examined the related cross-generic, cross-level, and cross-disciplinary variations. To
address this gap, the present study adopts a local grammar approach to explore students’ patterned use
of exemplification based on the British Academic Written English corpus across four program levels,
four disciplinary groups, four contrasting specific disciplines, and five dominant assignment genres.

The project has identified a total of 42 local grammar patterns of exemplification from 13,920
extracted instances. Overall, students’ patterned use of exemplification demonstrates a clear
“core-periphery” distribution, which may suggest their potential overreliance on a restricted set of
pattern choices and a limited variety of exemplification phraseologies or strategies. Regarding the
cross-level comparison, the study examining developmental trajectories of exemplification use among
assignment writers reveals a notable V-shaped trend in the frequency of exemplification patterns
across the four program levels. This non-linear trend may signify a distinctive feature of
exemplification use in student assignment writing. Marked variations across four disciplinary groups,
four specific disciplines, and five dominant assignment genres are also noted in student assignment
writing, not only regarding the overall frequency and variety of exemplification patterns, but also in
the contextual use and density of individual pattern types. These findings may reflect the influence of
disciplinary epistemology, as well as the communicative functions, expectations, and requirements

inherent to assignment genres, with course instructors being the primary readership.
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Local grammar approaches to speech acts: How Chinese L2 speakers

construct evaluation in 2MT presentations

ZLL L | S N

Abstract: Local grammar has emerged as an innovative approach for exploring
semantic features in the evaluative language used by different language speakers. While
previous research has focused on contrastive analyses of evaluative expressions among
English native and non-native speakers, little attention has been given to other language
backgrounds, particularly in Chinese-speaking conditions. In this study, we adapted Su
and Wei’s (2007) local grammar of evaluation framework to Chinese linguistic
characteristics, exploring how Chinese second language (L2) speakers construct
evaluation in Two-Minute Topic (2MT) presentations. Based on a 2MT corpus from the
Chinese Bridge Competition, this study first identifies 12 types of evaluative initiators
and 17 evaluative intensifiers. Additionally, our study reveals three core patterns of local
grammar of evaluation as “Evaluation carrier + Evaluation + Thing evaluated”, “Thing
evaluated + Evaluation”, and “Hinge/Specifier + Evaluation”, which can be further
divided into 18 subtypes. To conclude, this study not only extends the application of local
grammar theory to Chinese speech acts but also provides pedagogical implications for

developing Chinese L2 speakers’ ability in public speaking and presentations.
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Exploring characteristic patterns of requesting in Dickens’s fiction: A

local grammar perspective

SIS (AN

Abstract: This paper introduces the local grammar approach for corpus stylistic
research. It describes the lexical-semantic realizations of a particular speech act of
requesting in Charles Dickens’s novels and the novels written by other 19th century
British authors into two sets of local grammar patterns. By comparing these patterns in
terms of frequency distribution across the two groups of novels, the study found that
characters in Dickens’s novels and other 19th century British novels have different
meaning preferences in making requests. Specifically, Dickens’s characters distinguish
themselves by fewer direct requests and more polite and passive requests from the
perspective of the requested person. We argue that these differences in requesting
demonstrated by local grammar analyses can more effectively reveal the distinctive style
of speech acts in Dickens’s novels, especially Dickens’s characteristic language style for
characterization. These findings in turn suggest that local grammar can enrich the

methodologies of corpus stylistic research.
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Local Grammar Approach to Critical Discourse Analysis: A Case Study

on the Discursive Representation of Climate Change in the UN News

22 DY 1A KA

Abstract: This study explores the applicability of local grammar in critical discourse
analysis, which is demonstrated by an investigation into the discursive representation of
climate change. Using UN climate change news as the data, the study shows that climate
change was typically construed as ‘Problem’, ‘Cause’, ‘Definendum’ and ‘Effect’, and a
close examination of the semantic roles of climate change reveals how the UN
conceptualised the changing climate and urged the public to act on climate change.
Overall, the study shows that local grammar can facilitate the identification of semantic
roles of discourse phenomena, which in turn contributes to exploring the association
between discourse practice and social reality. It is thus concluded that local grammar

could be a viable approach to critical discourse studies.

A Local Grammar Approach to Ecological Discourse Analysis:

Discursive Representations of Wildfire in The Guardian
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The Selection of Illustrative Examples of Exemplification for a
Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English:

A Local Grammar Approach

| SAW IR T NEe NG

Abstract: As an important discourse strategy in academic writing, exemplification
poses a great challenge to novice academic writers, which underscores the necessity of
providing relevant illustrative examples in learners’ dictionaries. However, previous
studies on illustrative examples primarily focus on their functions, sources, and
effectiveness, etc., and the process of selecting illustrative examples has largely depended
on the expertise and intuition of lexicographers, lacking a robust theoretical foundation.
In the present study, local grammar, an approach to linguistic analysis and explanation
which seeks to account for only one meaning or function, is employed to facilitate the
selection of illustrative examples of exemplification in academic learners’ dictionaries.
The results show that local grammar may function as a useful and viable approach to
facilitate the selection of illustrative examples in a holistic and systematic way, which is a

valuable exploration of how local grammars can be applied to English language teaching.

“Future study should...”: A local grammar of suggestions and

recommendations in conclusion section across disciplines

R AL KA

Abstract : As a rhetorical move in the conclusion section of research articles,
suggestions and recommendations play a pivotal role in indicating future research
directions. This study employs a local grammar approach to analyze the use of
suggestions and recommendations in conclusion section in research articles, especially in
Linguistics and Biology. The aim is to describe the patterns of suggestions and
recommendations and unveil disciplinary variations. Two self-built corpora are used in
this study. Then instances of suggestions and recommendations are manually extracted.
Furthermore, the study discusses similarities and differences of local grammar patterns of

suggestions and recommendations between the soft and hard sciences.
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An LLM-assisted multimodal local grammar analysis of requests in

picture books

O BN R KA

Abstract: This study extends local grammar, an established approach to accounting
for speech acts, to multimodal discourse by examining request patterns in award-winning
picture books. Its primary aim is to further studies on strategies of multimodal
meaning-making. Drawing from a corpus of Theodor Seuss Geisel Award recipients, we
employed Claude 3.7 Sonnet, a large language model (LLM), to automatically annotate
functional elements (e.g. Requester, Requestee, Requested action, Indented action, etc.)
in sentences of requests and identify recurring lexical-grammatical structures of these
sentences for the subsequent analysis that leads to local grammar patterns of requests.
The LLM also assisted in analysing accompanying illustrations. Focusing on the
ideational meaning in the framework of Visual Grammar, visual elements relevant to
requesting are identified and segmented with the guidance of local grammar patterns and
then mapped to functional elements. Our analysis reveals distinct multimodal local
grammar patterns, where some functional elements are manifested through verbal-visual
elements, while others through monomodal elements. The findings demonstrate the
viability of establishing a multimodal local grammar for requests in picture books, and
eventually a set of multimodal local grammars to account for other speech acts in similar
genres. This study offers a methodological framework for evaluating how effectively
picture books, which manifest constructed communication through verbal and visual
means, reflect authentic communication conventions. Beyond theoretical contributions,
we discuss practical applications for second language education, where understanding
multimodal meaning-making strategies can enhance linguistic and communicative

competence.
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Patterns of thanking in Asian Englishes: A local grammar based

investigation

Rt PO)INAMETE K

Abstract: Drawing on data taken from the Hong Kong, Singapore, India, and the
British components of the International Corpus of English, the study presents a local
grammar based investigation into the patterns of thanking across the selected English
varieties. It aims to add to our understanding of thanking and its associated socio-cultural
norms in the four societies and to enrich the toolkit for researching speech acts in world
Englishes. Overall, the investigation revealed a mixed picture of the ways in which
thanking was performed by speakers of the three Asian English varieties, suggesting that
their speech act performance was shaped by both local politeness norms and target
language cultural conventions. Methodologically, the study shows that local grammar can
facilitate the quantification of speech act realisations across varieties of English, thereby

offering a viable method for examining speech acts in world Englishes.
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Acknowledgements in applied linguistics dissertations by Chinese and

L1 English doctoral students: A local grammar based investigation

25 AL AT L RS

Abstract: This study adopted a local grammar approach to investigate gratitude
communication in the underexplored sub-genre of dissertation acknowledgements
(Hyland & Tse, 2004; Jia & An, 2022), focusing on two relatively understudied writer
groups: Chinese EFL doctoral students and first language (L1) English doctoral students.
Two corpora of doctoral dissertation acknowledgements in applied linguistics were
compiled for this study. Instances of acknowledgement were retrieved by searching a
pre-determined set of lexico-syntactic markers (Su, 2018) and subsequently analyzed
manually from a local grammar perspective. Gratitude communication was
systematically examined across the two groups at both the lexical-grammatical and
discourse-semantic levels, and key similarities and differences were identified. Potential
cultural and educational factors that may have given rise to these patterns were further
explored. The findings contribute to our understanding of genre-specific discourse

practices and have pedagogical implications for enhancing advanced Chinese EFL
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learners’ awareness of genre-appropriate discourse acts and their prototypical

discourse-semantic realizations.
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Tracking the Changing Patterns of Exemplification in Mathematical

Modelling: A Diachronic Study based on Local Grammar
AR ARIBAR K

Abstract: Exemplification, a key rhetorical strategy in academic writing, plays a
vital role in clarifying abstract concepts, supporting arguments, and enhancing
persuasiveness, especially in fields like mathematical modeling that involve complex
reasoning. While previous diachronic studies of discourse acts often relied on frequency
counts of lexical markers (e.g., “for example”), such methods may overlook the
contextual and functional nuances of exemplification. This research adopts a local
grammar approach, which focuses on functionally driven patterns within specific
contexts. To investigate changes in the practices of exemplification in academic
mathematical discourse, we built a full-text corpus by selecting 400 award-winning
papers from the Mathematical Contest in Modeling (MCM) and the Interdisciplinary
Contest in Modeling (ICM) from 2005 to 2024. The findings not only contribute to a
deeper understanding of disciplinary writing in STEM but also offer pedagogical
implications for English for Academic Purposes (EAP), supporting the development of

more effective academic writing instruction for non-native writers in mathematics fields.
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A Local Grammar Analysis of Citations in Novice and Expert

Researchers’ English Writings

BIWE RTE 2E iR

Abstract: Background: Citations, as pivotal discourse acts in academic writing, lack
a cohesive analytical framework integrating their syntactic forms, semantic functions,
and propositional content. While local grammar—a corpus-based methodology mapping
form-meaning-function patterns in context-specific discourse—has advanced analysis of
speech acts like apologies and evaluations, its application to citation practices remains
unexplored. This study addresses this gap by employing local grammar to holistically
examine citation strategies in Applied Linguistics, with a focus on translation studies.
Purpose: This dual-objective study assesses (1) the efficacy of local grammar in
systematizing citation analysis and (2) contrasts citation practices between novice writers
(Chinese master’s students) and expert scholars, with implications for refining academic
writing pedagogy.

Method: We analyzed 100 Chinese master’s theses (1.6 million words) and 100
expert research articles (0.7 million words) from translation studies. Using a local

grammar framework, citations were manually coded across four dimensions:
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terminological roles, semantic reporting parameters, content types, and rhetorical
functions. This approach enabled integrated analysis of how linguistic forms encode
disciplinary positioning and argumentative intent.

Preliminary Findings: Experts demonstrated greater patterns with rhetorical
sophistication, employing diverse evaluative and critical discourse acts to position their
work within disciplinary debates. Novices relied heavily on descriptive citations, often
replicating source content without critical synthesis. Local grammar effectively revealed
systematic differences in cited information: experts prioritized theoretical and
methodological integration, while novices focused on isolated research findings.

Implications: By unifying form-function-content analysis, local grammar offers a
robust framework for diagnosing citation challenges and advancing EAP pedagogy.
Findings highlight the need for instructional materials that move beyond mechanical
citation rules, instead cultivating novices’ ability to deploy citations as argumentative
tools. This approach bridges disciplinary writing conventions with learners’ pragmatic
needs, fostering critical engagement with sources and alignment with expert epistemic

practices.
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Diachronic investigation into the discursive representation of climate

change in the UN news: A local grammar approach

BUEE DY NS E TR R

Abstract: This study presents a local grammar based diachronic investigation into
the discursive representation of climate change, aiming to provide an alternative
approach for corpus-based diachronic critical discourse studies. Drawing on data from
the UN news spanning from 2014 to 2023, we explore the evolving social practices and
power dynamics that (re)construct the climate change narratives. Findings reveal both
consistencies and shifts in the discursive construction, with changes reflecting broader
global transitions in policy frameworks, scientific urgency and sociopolitical dynamics
within UN climate governance. Methodologically, the present study demonstrates the
applicability and value of local grammar in capturing nuanced semantic changes over
time, providing valuable insights for identifying and enhancing climate communication

strategies.

REEESHTEEN L RA—E TR E S S ZIES T
FIb AL T IE R

W B ALUBEIER (Local Grammar) 544 70iEV% (Construction Grammar)
MER LA AVIN R, RIS IES AN SThReMENE Ak R . B 7 i 2
DUTE S Bt LHEE R, SRR IR ZE " CanX ot 7 AR R (ant
ARG B 2, AT H R B AR AE S5 A 2 S BRI . B 7T R I
1) JRiBiEE i i i A RN A A D) BE Y SE LR A, HRon e e I P i S i
AR 2) MRTEA R EEE R AU - O AR LS, RRE S
LR ZE RIS REF M 3) WIE G TR RURAMERIE R TR E B RS H
N UREREIR, ATE E A S TSR o AT FUERAE T O E R R %
WAL A L8 16 FLAM A, A INANE & F IR I AR A6 S BB 5 6F L Fe 3 it vk

W
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Discourse acts, local grammars, and constructions in academic writing:

The case of ‘exemplifying’ construction network

Urigee DU)IAMETE R

Abstract: This study proposes a constructional approach to account for the
realizations of discourse acts, i.e., communicative or rhetorical functions, in academic
context. It argues that local grammar patterns of discourse acts, representing
form-meaning pairings, can be further interpreted as constructions, which is illustrated
with a case study on exemplification. As a recurrent and significant discourse act in
academic writing, exemplification functions to clarify, illustrate, and support
propositional content by providing concrete instances. Drawing on a corpus of
Linguistics research articles, the study retrieves instances of typical exemplificatory
markers (e.g., for example, such as) and performs local grammar analyses. Subsequently,
four ‘exemplifying’ constructions are identified through local grammar analyses,
demonstrating that recurrent form-meaning pairings serve as foundational schematic
patterns in academic discourse. The findings highlight both the theoretical insights for
EAP writing research and the pedagogical value, especially the need to move beyond
discrete lexis and grammar toward a holistic, function-oriented perspective in EAP
writing instruction. It is suggested that the proposed approach can be extended to account
for other discourse acts similar to exemplification and that research in this line could
substantially enhance the descriptive adequacy of academic language and the

pedagogical efficacy of EAP instruction.

JHEIEERE THRIARDGEMR “VRYV E£7 1 “V TX V” XFHFR

MM AR

W B AU E AR IEE AR BV DOE R AN R B “V ok v
X7 5V TNV B)RE, DRSS E B R ETEE S AEEA S S, IR
AP R PRE S E AP RARI . Bk, CERE 7 REEE S
MoK 2, R R ER TR T T AR SSE B B A 45 &, IR0 3 X9 Sk &
bi)e, BHREEERINERANGIN “V RV E7 5 “V 7 V7 EERIETE X
IR S A2 Th REAE U T Y Jm PR TEA T 2, R EE 3 TR B AR A S S B AR I T A A
GO BT, “V RV E7 H2MM TR RRE, vV 73ev”
A TR A E BUIRS B R R L. BiAh, PR ETE REERE ) BRI B
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HESR, BT DO REMREH AN RS AR E T IOEREE
R BRHESE, OBt — D AR R TE vk B A SR R Bsh3R 7B LA

FIETRESR T 5 XA AR A—LL (LIEE) “n X Y” Al

BEER 2R

W OE: AW T AE (L) WEEE, SRR EEE RS AR 1R S
ARSI 0 X Y” FAEIE AT T ARG R T ZUORER, %4
s “ RS RSN BXUR H AT R 5], HARE R A 1k
HSER CBIRIRBEAN BRAREE . ERERC AT b, RBEEhY) (s B 5B
B (ks KD RZEMNZOS I, SR iE, WMEEEE L. S5it
IR, SRR Cn “SUE” “ORB D AFNIETERSr, MBI R SR AL 5 oy
A, ARIL T IR TR TR SORFF BS54 WA R . EIRRIER T i X
Y7 R TUE AT B33k P V8 SCRE T 1 5 R R R S 2 R, Dl DR
OO S5 A S AFAFCAE S 7 M d it 17 2 3B kL I 7e v 3.

TERL PR IR B B DUE S AR TR R 5T
P AR INDOE A 5
W OE. ABHTENL3002 AT EA A AR SORTERE, DR RE . JLBIE

ERRE . EARTE D BRI 0 A SR ObRHE, SR TE R 2 9K 1) 7 iR 5 R
OB AR, 2 N TG, 52732 B MUESRIAR . g EE,
FET- By 1 ) AR 44 18] A TR RO DU A AR SO i o H LIRS AL . ThRETT I
W e 2 (MR R B & T BE I a PR o, OGRS 2 R D RE 1 4 43k 7] AR AT 1
BUNPRIIBERINL I MR o BEAL, AN FURE AT AN 3 S0 AR T 2R Sepi 2
TEREF H AT, o DT S AR A H R R R o A ST — 5 SRR DU SRR IR
MIRHEE I, PR S M . B SCRIThEE B, BIEXDUE S AR SIAR M4
PR SR, PARDOR AR GIE BRI

39



FUHRBEHR “XFET” § “XEBET” KB AJELERAX T

RIEON Fhi R

B, ETHRIEEMEL, 454 CCL. BCCiBRE, R HLHANGE O
B EMHREALN “XIET” 5 “XET” W5 A5 OERRHE. FFFRRI,
THBYREFEMNE, HIESCEIBAARRE: “XIET 7 @l I8 AR
TR R AGIE S, FEAAE X7 BT “X BT KEE OB IS (R AR A
B KR, A B MR, Ak, “XIET 7 BERIEIEHAME, WM
SERCR); “XGET T WAMNERSY, 2 SRR, EHET, “X 8T i RIE
HEZH, ZHTARERES; “Xi& 77 mlHESAL0W, EHME. B
R DUER VR B A AE A A P Ry > 25 (A Bady 7 (0 BB AbBE R, JFIGIE M 30UE
il 32 W B R IA PG EH
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BRSILIE BREENE THEXERMR RALSI0F)

HTREEERERNERTT: DL 19 R E A R B
oyl
ZFHE KFEIMUKY
W OB AUl 19 g E/N A R BRPE T A AN B, TR SO
FIWHEL, KM JREIEERTTE, W HAE R E S S5 R Thee. Wit
Fgdt 19 e 2t 5 BN R iR E (BriWWN-19C 5 BriMWN-19C),
e 2 W PAE R R XbriE 5 ThRE i, R L 26 & ) e 3 s SR LT AW
Sy 0y A 5 U SRS R AR s o SRy SR EVEAE N — b 1m) BARTE IR 93 BT B4,
REMEXTREE S 18T AT R4S 5 ARG AL (Hunston & Francis, 2000). AT
FUE TEHE 7~ P DR 30 S22 AU A A R s L, R B e e SR A SO AR
7T HR N E ] R KB ) AT SR A T e A S S, A
PERNE S WS CFE S i Rk S 3R U T VR SR

RFE I 7T RESRE /BT EIFR

WeEIL REERS

W B fAENERN TS KRR OISR SR I RN, AR SR B TEVE R AT
SRR TR S PRE AL . AP FUIRR KIE SRR 2T RE 77, @I fiH
IZRBEAL (1 BERT GPT ZF1D, Ky BRI 5 8 FH AUk 11 AR IE R 241K
WS, AR EEE U238 5 0 M. SEESR TSR S 0 b UsE AL 57
%, UEAR AR R AR TEIRARE R AN S AR 55 T A R, SRR, iERE SR
BERF IRTHR TR IS 5T )R ST A B AER 2 5 305, ook SRR 52 = 217 SR BT
FUMBIRHCH B, BONTHEIE 5% 518 5 WIR R SRR S

JREREEALA T OUE “18” FRIMThRRG AT

AT il ARIER A
W B, AT REEE (Local Grammar) FRHELL, 454 ThEkiE 5 25
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KRS LR R IR, BREEDGE “I87 P R) )R EE R X HLTh RE S L. 1l
AR BN RE R 987 TR, T HAZ LA “NP1+HE+HNP2+VP”
FEhiR R (VP RIREEER, s VP B an el il i s 1 —45 305 LR
JRINREPERI . BEFURBL: 1D “a8” AR VP 2 “ALE SGRETEPE” . HRE
RN TS ST A B ARESAR A S Ui 1h 3 B =R Th REFRZE: 2) VP N
AMERBRZE R (NERAME . BInAME) B 6) 71 KD e s, R
N CBUE—SE R B RN SEANFITIREA R . W LA 1R R TEVA AL DUE
AR T TR HIE R, DVDIRETE 5 20 TR —IhREshaS B 7 BB IR 1 SHIE
SCHFo

Lexical Categorization of the Chinese-English Compounds Dizhén and
Earthquake: Integrating the Two-Level Lexical Categorization Theory

and Local Grammar

5 PU NS E R R

Abstract: This study investigates the lexical categorization of the Chinese
compound Mt 7E (dizhén) and its English counterpart earthquake amid POS-tagging
controversies in dictionaries. Integrating the Two-Level Lexical Categorization Theory
(TLLCT) and local grammar, corpus analysis reveals that dizhén has conventionalized
both noun and verb usages, warranting its classification as a verb-noun heteroseme. In
contrast, earthquake remains primarily a noun, with its adjectival usage being infrequent
and non-conventionalized. The discrepancies between actual usage and lexicographic
norms arise from the dynamic interplay between word tokens and word types, as well as
the context-dependent patterns shaping language behavior. Lexicographic inconsistencies
can be attributed to the Principle of Parsimony, the limitations of a static, single-level
perspective, and an over-reliance on introspection. By integrating TLLCT and local
grammar, this study offers a transdisciplinary, finer-grained, corpus-driven, and

context-sensitive approach to lexical categorization.

JFEPIEEMA T China Daily “XUBk” iHENEREREEH R

e AR E| N

W E. RS R T DD RETE SR Ry 1 5 R A S ELR
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SR RAE TR I 2T AERPIEIEE A QU R DL R A E . AT ST
PURERTHEE A BEIBHESE, 224K China Daily 55T “XUk” HFRBIHTERE, RGEHL
[ ST RIS H 2L BT FCERR], REIE TR AENS A RO AR T E
FEERPE A IAE A, DR AN 20 4 S Fa s BRI 1R S AL S B s 2 (Rl B
ENRFR. AWTFE T RMVFETED IR EER g, DU R g n i o
BRI 5 [ 508 RIS 22 8] 1) A AE SR B

“B7 FRREEEER

ES IS PN

OB i FAEDOGERE W — Rk A, FERRRIAEUE L. &K
2B REEE IR R, R EEAL —E RS N REECRIE 7 ).
B 3 AR R AT IH 988 “NPHE+NP+VP 7, Ho MR Th g 54y vl RS 9 “ 3%
{1 B B A S+ AT R A S5 57, 25 DR o) T AR B SRR P e T 40 4
AR TR 22T PUEERE (LCMC) , HhEE] 1978 &6 “7 FhaIKES]
17, EIF TARE “H7 FRITHRERT R SURHIE, RIL “H8” FH) S IReR s 2
M EIHAEE RENEERR, nlagh—R8Ahad 6, FRAEAS T
R, BRI SRS A RIS shiE, g5 AR A 7 R s SR
BEOUFFE, nJLUSZsRt <7 R E . RREYIPER 78 ‘7 &
) SR BT AT AT PR B L AR 45 B I N AN

WAL “SkE” 5 “headache” WJIEVE-1E L Z IR HENT LLAF AT
BXRERN IO ) 1AM E R

W B A ANREENERE, (AHAES FOMH A EZ .
BRI, POE “SkIE” 5JEE “headache” 781 ML FEARVE RN L 15 B _FAF/E T
ZF . AWFFRIETVE R REHENER . MBS RESIEESIFEN “SkR” 5
“headache” JEITRTELAFL, KIN & AETEVE-TR L2 DIReE 7 £ I “ [F A 577
RIRFIE: HVEDT T, —F RIS 2 M. Tk b, YRR A A 1a {8 F ;
WS, B BRI BE SC, B R AT AR IR L B KN
Xo ZRITH, ZHEEESIE XML ERR FAAEAR: 1E “ SRR X,
“m” AR NE A, iRk, BRI T “headache” ANAE4 . fE
CPLAG” X, ST AR, Fk o EhiE, iR LR D s “headache”
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WBAAZ RN, IR RERON T I teAh, AR SO “ SRR 7“0
BN AT, PR RTERRADE A A . ABETTIEN, 38 XUZ
WS AN = BB R A MR AL, ANMUN IS TE = PO AR AR 4R 0 7Bl A
50 3] it G LTS SN DU B B B R e

ETREEER L2 PUEFEAFEHIZEET A
MEE BERKRE

W OE: BIRSREE R I RIEN HF AP O R, RN RIB R E
B SCHIRERIE S LB Ar s, & TR TR AT A R ORI . H RTET X fil2508
BT R 2P THAEERL, B L2 DOES I FH G BT AT . Kk,
AR R EEE kAT, BT HSK sh S MESGERE . 23R PUE /i 1EE R
JE LA R SRR SC, WS L2 PUESA & B3GR, SRR e SCRIEAE S
FOE. HAETHTCE R : DOE B HHIZIEE A B 4508 9 FREEii s, 4
DA FRITEE R, 2815 A 4R A8 O A)vA R 500 T 5 AN TE & A B R 2 52,
NEPRF ARG TR, AN EB SRR GRS, 18 D0E
FE T R RN S ARER
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