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FIRST PERSON SINGULAR . ) ] _
POSITION PAPER forms, verb tenses, grammatical structures, lexical items, and collocations thought appropriate for lear-
ners of a given L2 “proficiency level’ or who are ‘up to Book 2, lesson 10’.

Occasionally, vocabulary choices may also be influenced by a materials writer sampling from a spe-
cified range in a word frequency list. When teachers produce simplified materials for their own les-
Michad H. Long* sons, shortening genuine texts and removing low frequency words are the two most common
S et modifications they make, although using their intuitions as the basis for the modifications can lead

to considerable variation in the end-product (Crossley, Allen, & McNamara, 2012; Green &

B o ‘ Hawkey, 2012). The advent of electronic corpora offers a more rigorous alternative. A free on-line

Michael Long%{%‘d)\?ﬂ, PRI text adaptation tool classifies texts using sentence length and their conformity with vocabulary lists
7 RS RR HE A K R [ O E R A v 1R 4 designated by China’s national English curriculum standards for five proficiency levels, telling teachers

B which low frequency words to remove to conform to the level concerned (Jin & Lu, 2017).
Ny BN — » N /, — > A
PRI 3K H B SCABAT IR IR B) 703, The widespread use of linguistic simplification in course books is in no small part due to the fact

B 200 N 22 s MR ARG A 1a] MUTT A5 dap A TRY %5 that almost all commercially published pedagogic materials embody a grammatical syllabus. Contrived

. e " \ - ) samples of the target language in the form of dialogs and reading passages are popular because the

U RS VT B AR (AR R JK A (Jin & Lu can Ee seeded wit]% multi%)le gEJ-:am[:Jles of the ‘struct%lre of the da}% .[')The lgingl.listiln:::J c[:)ntrol afforded bi

2017) limiting input to instances of that new structure, surrounded by recycled, supposedly already learned,
items, together with the vocabulary specified for a given level, means that input can be provided that is
‘just about comprehensible’ for learners, given their current proficiency level.

Optimal input for language learning: Genuine, simplified,
elaborated, or modified elaborated?
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Feature Article: ELT Materials
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Sheffield, UK

Abstract

After providing a working definition of ELT materials that encom-
passes both commercial and noncommercial instructional resources,
I differentiate between studies of materials content, consumption, and
production, reviewing notable studies of each type, most of which have
appeared in the pages of TQ. Studies of materials content are
classified into studies of erasure, representations of culture, critical
discourse analyses, and corpus-based research. Studies of materials
consumption focus on studies of teachers and learners creating, using,
adapting, or subverting materials. Consumption studies also focus on
the use of innovative curricula and the acquisitional effectiveness
of the materials. Studies of materials production can be cognitive,
focusing on the process of materials writing, or ecological, paying
fuller attention to the contextual environment within which the
materials are produced. I close by outlining the pedagogical implica-
tions of my survey of the literature, and proposals for future materials
research projects.

doi: 10.1002/tesq.70116

The second teacher-focused study under the spotlight here is by Jin
and Lu (2018), who utilized a data-driven approach to design a tool to
help Chinese teachers adapt their textbooks to best meet their
learners’ needs. Their secondary aim was to enhance the teachers’
knowledge as to how they could exploit this and other corpus-based
tools. What is distinctive about Jin and Lu’s tool is that it is clearly
locally appropriate: the teachers feed in reading texts they wish to sim-
plity for their learners, and the tool highlights off-list words. But rather

than using a word list designed in a non-Chinese context, Jin and Lu
draw on the vocabulary lists set out in China’s National English Curric-
ulum Standards for each proficiency level. In an earlier needs analysis
to inform the design of the tool, teachers had also requested help to
tailor syntactic complexity and text length; and so the tool highlighted
the longest sentence in the text (a measure of syntactic complexity),
and displayed the word count. Teachers were additionally provided
with target ranges (for off-list words, length of the longest sentence,
and word count) by means of a benchmark corpus of texts, which
represented five proficiency levels of Chinese learners of English,
roughly equivalent to CEFR levels. Jin and Lu (2018) offered an
online professional development course to around 200 Chinese
TESOL teachers to practice using the tool, and teachers’ postcourse
reflections on their experiences were positive. Jin and Lu (2018) con-
clude that future teacher training programs should incorporate similar
tools to theirs to enhance trainees’ skills in adapting textbook
materials.

Nigel Harwood
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